Catholicism in Numbers initial datasheets

Methodology note

Many pastoral statistics presented here use Catholic Directory as a source. See the introductory notes for the Catholic population and Mass attendance datasheets on some challenges of making these estimates. Methodologies for compiling pastoral statistics may vary between geographical areas and across time. Further, tracking change over time is challenging as the exact categories recorded (for example regarding priests) can change. Notes on the datasheets indicate these changes where observed. In addition, some obvious anomalies were corrected and data from proximate years were used where figures were unavailable and this enabled a reasonable estimate to be included. Therefore, the accuracy of any one statistic often cannot be assured. Instead, they simply indicate broad contours of change over time.
 
Where using sources that record figures by diocese rather than nation, such as Catholic Directory, estimates for the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland were developed by apportioning the figures for the dioceses that are partly within Northern Ireland: Archdiocese of Armagh 75%, Clogher 60%, Derry 95%, and Kilmore 5% (cf. Brierley, 2008, p. 8.7). Similarly, 89% of figures (for example numbers of priests) in the Archdiocese of Cardiff are apportioned to Wales and the remainder to England, accounting for Herefordshire’s inclusion within the Archdiocese. Figures for England include HM Forces and Catholic immigrant communities where the source included these. Figures are rounded. Not all categories are recorded for each decade or each nation.
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